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7 Physics in English

Todd Tilma

Welcome to Physics in English at Tokyo Institute of
Technology!

My name is Dr. Todd Tilma. I'm a mathematical
physicist specializing in phase space quantum informa-
tion theory. In other words, I'm a quantum mechanic. If
you have a problem with your qubits decohering; or you
want to visualize the internal dynamics of your quantum

simulation; I'm the physicist you call.

I'm also the physicist you call when you want to do

physics in English at Tokyo Tech. If you feel you're

comfortable with English, and you want to learn physics,
then why don’t you challenge yourself and take one of

my physics classes this year.

Now, if you don’t feel you're ready to take on such a challenge, I understand. But, let
me explain to you why you should still see English as being extremely important to your
life in physics. At this time, English is the “lingua franca” of physics. Every day, every
person in this department uses English. All the professors; the researchers; the graduate
students; your seniors; even the staff understand the importance of English in physics.
They have worked very hard to be able to effectively communicate in English and it has
paid off, time and time again, for each and every one of them. You wouldn’t be wanting
to join this department if it wasn’t for their hard work in communicating their ideas in
English.

So, if you want to be a 21st-century physicist, you're going to need to be able to
communicate in English. I'm not asking you to become fluent; I am asking you to be able
to do physics in the language that reaches the largest number of people. The sooner you
start, the easier it will be. Therefore, why wait, start now by taking first-year physics

with me.

Look at your seniors; look at the graduate students; look at the professors; now look
at yourself. You can be just like them. You've made it this far already so why stop

challenging yourself now. The best is yet to come! Trust me. You can do it!
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