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Starting a new life back home

Oliver C. Saavedra Valeriano

Professor

Director of the research center in civil works
Universidad Privada Boliviana

| stayed at Civil Engineering Dept. in Tokyo Institute of Technology (TiTech) from January
2010 till September 2015. About five and half years passed very quickly, it seems yesterday
when | arrived to the department. During fall semester, | have been teaching Water Resources
and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) at graduate school. During the spring semester |
was teaching at Environmental Engineering Dept., Egypt-Japan University of Science and
Technology (EJUST) in Egypt. At both departments | was supervising and co-supervising
graduate students to conclude the theses. These two institutions allowed me broadening my
research topics. Not only continue in applied hydrology, satellite precipitation, sediment
transport, effects of climate change, water management but also understand interaction with
water quality, fish modeling, coastal lakes, research management and international
cooperation.

In this sense, | have the great opportunity to coordinate an international project entitled:
“Integrated Water Resources and Environmental Management for Asian and African
Mega-delta under Climate Change Effects” funded by Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (JSPS), Core-to-Core Program, Asia-Africa Science Platform from April 2013 till
March 2016. During similar period | have been carrying out the project: “Application of
satellite based precipitation in Asian-African regions for flood risk assessment” funded by
Japan Aerospace exploration Agency (JAXA).

I am back in Bolivia leading the research center in civil engineering at Universidad Privada
Boliviana. This is the institution where | obtained my bachelor degree in Civil Engineering.
My main tasks can be divided in three groups: encourage research activities in the University,
establish collaborative links with Government, academia and other institutions, and teach
subjects in my fields of expertise at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Back home | have
more time with my family and friends, practice my favorite sport like racquetball and golf.

Undoubtedly it was a great opportunity for me to work with experienced faculties, motivated
students and helpful secretaries at TiTech. | want to express my deep thanks to all of them.
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Great Thanks

Colin C F Leung
Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
National University of Singapore (NUS)

Great thanks to Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Tokyo Institute of Technology (Tokyo
Tech) for providing me an opportunity to be a visiting professor of the Department from 1 April to 31 July
2015. | greatly treasure my experience at Tokyo Tech.

During my stay, | had attended a good number of research presentations by Tokyo Tech PhD, Master and
final year bachelor students. The topics cover a wide spectrum of geotechnical engineering such as ground
improvement, slope stability, foundation, soil dynamics and water seepage. | observed that students had
many opportunities to learn from their seniors on the presentation style, coverage and materials from
bachelor level all the way to the rigorous and high quality PhD level. In addition, students received many
constructive inputs from professors and fellow students to further advance their research subject matters.
The frequent interactions among faculty and students are indeed constructive and certainly beneficial.

In addition, | had opportunities to observe centrifuge model tests conducted by graduate research students
as well as the centrifuge experiments in the Year 3 undergraduate laboratory classes. The centrifuge model
tests are of high standard with very careful preparation technique and procedure to obtain quality test data.
The undergraduate centrifuge laboratory classes are indeed eye opener for the young students. These
classes are made possible with the yearly small undergraduate cohort of 30 civil engineering students. The
same classes could not be easily arranged at my home university of NUS with about 100 civil engineering
students in each cohort.

During my guest lectures | conducted for Tokyo Tech Master and PhD students, | enjoyed the interactions
with these bright students from Japan and overseas as we often exchange the geotechnical engineering
terminologies in English and Japanese. It is noted that the Tokyo Tech learning environment is certainly
relaxing where students have the freedom to learn by themselves on the subject matters. | wish that the
NUS learning environment can be equally relaxing and less stressful for our students.

I have interacted with visiting faculty and students from National Central University (NCU) of Taiwan and
Nanyang Technological University of Singapore. The friendly competition between NCU and Tokyo Tech
students provided a golden opportunity for the students to interact and strongly support the collaborations
between the two universities.

Last but not least, I must thank the faculty of Tokyo Tech for their warm hospitability and friendly
interactions | received during my stay. Grateful appreciations are particularly to the 3 faculty members
from geotechnical engineering and many PhD, master and final year bachelor geotechnical students I
interacted. | have fond memories on the parties arranged by the students.

-14 -



EFSn-HEDKRE

A Hearty Thanksto “Yinz’

John C. Brigham

Associate Professor

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA

When | first arrived at the Tokyo Institute of Technology (TiTech) in April, 2015 | was
initially stunned by the sheer physical beauty. The cherry blossoms were in full bloom, and
the campus was alive and bustling with both students and families who came to lunch under
the cherry blossom trees. However, the physical beauty of the campus was nothing
compared to the warmth and generosity | felt from the faculty and staff of the Department of
Civil Engineering. My host, Associate Professor Anil Wijeyewickrema, made every aspect
of the visit easy and enjoyable, from the beginning to the end, and Professor’s Niwa and
Iwanami ensured | felt like | was truly a part of the department. Each and every faculty
member made sure | knew they were glad | was there, and | was immediately so impressed
with every person | met.

During my time at TiTech | was honored to be involved in teaching several classes, most of
which alongside my host, Anil-sensei. We worked together on teaching core undergraduate
courses in structural analysis and mathematics, as well as my absolute favorite course, Civil
Engineering English. 1 was actually surprised by the similarities between the students at
TiTech and my students back in the University of Pittsburgh. | had expected to see stark
differences between students that are so different geographically and culturally, but they have
many of the same concerns and objectives, often including balancing school work with their
part-time jobs and getting good grades. Yet, most of all, | was pleasantly surprised with how
intelligent and sociable the TiTech students are. My time participating in Anil-sensei’s
research meetings showed me in great detail what high quality research is performed at
TiTech and my teaching showed me all of the raw talent of the students.

I am incredibly grateful to have been a visiting associate professor at TiTech from April
through September, 2015. It was an amazing opportunity to build connections at a top world
university, and learn so much in terms of both cultural and technical knowledge. Nothing
would make me happier than continuing a fruitful relationship with TiTech long into the
future, and | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Faculty, Staff, and students of
the TiTech Department of Civil Engineering.
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